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who cann
rall of . 0t earn enough money to feed her child i
4 ot een denied the right to vot ren. To a man who has
i % children ote. What does justice me
wf G discussing these things, work ) an in your life? After
85, work with your partner to write 3 definition of justice
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'j guild Background

§  (allsfor Justice A century after the
£ mancipation Proclamation had freed
Mg B enslaved workers in the South, African
Americans were still fighting for equality.
# £ jany were denied the right to vote, and
all faced discrimination and segregation.
| August 1963, thousands of Americans
marched on Washington, D.C., to urge
Congress to pass a bill to counteract
se wrongs. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
delivered his “I Have a Dream” speech
00,000 of those marchers.
t the same time, in South Africa,
Mandela had been imprisoned
of his fight for racial justice.
Africans lived under a system
eid, which means
ess”” Blacks, coloreds (mixed
Asians were forced to live
whites, mostly in poverty,
r discriminatory laws and
ent oppression. South Africans
S protested until the
ent finally ended apartheid. In
Africa held its first election
all races could vote, and
became president.
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Focus Your Reading

AULESNIEIWVETEY SPEECH | A speech is the oral presentation of

the ideas, beliefs, and proposals of a speaker. For example,

Mandela expresses a deep emotional connection with his country
when he says in his speech:

Each time one of us touches the soil of this land, we feel a sense of
personal renewal.

Speeches are usually prepared in a written form and are
sometimes published. As a result, many memorable speeches have
become an important part of our literature. As you read the
following speeches, try to determine what has made them

memorable.

acTive READING [ENTLYAZALTORINS STRUCTURE | Good readers
analyze text structure when they evaluate a selection based on the
way it is put together. Structure includes the following elements:

. the order of the ideas in the text

. supporting elements, such as examp
draw attention to the main ideas

. transitions—the way ideas connect to or

e following speeches.

les or repeated phrases, that
build on each other.

Analyze the text of each of th

[} reADER'S NOTEBOOK Record elements of text structure as
y read Cop;é chart like the one shown for each of the following

speeches. Add boxes for additional main ideas.

: ition:
First Idea: Suppull;timg Irsaun:ue've come
s Elements:
e s | here today to
A century af;er th e | axamples of hare ey
Emancipatio “the segregation, 5 ek
Pruclam?ﬁlgsﬂ;‘m discrimination, an o
Negro stl! poverty e N
free.”
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I am happy to join with you to

the greatest demonstration for freedom in the

Five score! years ago, a great American,
in whose symbolic shadow we stand today,
signed the Emancipation Proclamation.? This
momentous decree came as a great beacon
light of hope to millions of Negro slaves who
had been seared in the flames of withering
injustice. It came as a joyous daybreak to end
the long night of their captivity.

But one hundred years later, the Negro still
is not free; one hundred years later, the life
of the Negro is still sadly crippled by the
manacles of segregation and the chains of
discrimination; one hundred years later, the

Negro lives on a lonely island of poverty in the:

midst of a vast ocean of material prosperity;
one hundred years later, the Negro is still
languishing in the corners of American society
and finds himself in exile in his own land.
So we’ve come here today to dramatize a
; shameful condition. In a sense we’ve come to
our nation’s capital to cash a check. When
the architects of our republic wrote the
magnificent words of the Constitution and
t_i,haﬁ*ﬁial:ariati@n of Independence, they were
igning a promissory note’ to which every
all heir. This note was the
men, yes, black men as wel| -
d be guaranteed the

day in what will go down in history a

history of our nation,

It is obvious today that America has
defaulted on this promissory note insofar as
Her_cgi;hs of color are concerned. Instead of
honoring this sacred obligation, America has
given the Negro people a bad check, a check
which has come back marked “insufficient
funds.” But we refuse to believe that the bank
of justice is bankrupt. We refuse to believe it
there are insufficient funds jn the great vault
of opportunity of this nation. And so we've
come to cash this check, a check that will g
us upon demand the riches of freedom and
security of justice.

We have also come to this hallowed spot©
remind America of the fierce urgency of now. m
IS nO time to engage in the luxury of cooling off
or to take the tranquilizing drug of gradualism”
Now is the time to make real the promises of
democracy; now is the time to rise from the dark
and desolate valley of segregation to the sunli

5 ﬁ}?e score: 100. (The phrasing recalls the begi”mngf -
of Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address: “Four™
and seven years agey, . 4

- : =1l
E:_}T‘“Pahon Proclamation (1-min’so-pa’shon P'U;]
Lincsolan)ci a document issued by President Ahrahfiu-es

1 during the Civil ing that all **

i 1 tha
st War, declaring th¢

still at war with the Union were free:

Tomi ) - aige 10
Promissory (Prom’Y-sér'é) note: a written P“’"w‘c
fepay a loan,

4. graduali | slo*
; $: a policy of seeki ach a go3'” s
n gradual Stages. e e A

vivs

it Sspecially a promise to repay a loan




path of racial justice;
now is the time to lift
our nation from the
quicksands of racial
injustice to the solid rock of brotherhood; now
is the time to make justice a reality for all of
God’s children. It would be fatal for the nation
to overlook the urgency of the moment. This
sweltering summer of the Negro’s legitimate
discontent will not pass until there is an
invigorating autumn of freedom and equality.
Nineteen sixty-three is not an end, but a
beginning. And those who hope that the Negro
needed to blow off steam and will now be
content will have a rude awakening if the nation
returns to business as usual. There will be neither
rest nor tranquility in America until the Negro is
granted his citizenship rights. The whirlwinds of
revolt will continue to shake the foundations of
our nation until the bright day of justice emerges,
But there is something that I must say to my
people, who stand on the worn threshold which
leads into the palace of justice. In the process of
r righttul place, we must not be guilty
not seek to satisfy our
<ing from the cup of
t forever conduct

protests to degenerate’ into physical violence.
Again and again we must rise to the majestic
heights of meeting physical force with soul force.
The marvelous new militancy,® which has
engulfed the Negro community, must not lead us

to a distrust of all white people. For many of our |

white brothers, as evidenced by their presence
here today, have come to realize that their destin
is tied up with our destiny. And they have com
to realize that their freedom is inextricably bound
to our freedom. We cannot walk alone. And &
we walk, we must make the pledge that we shal
always march ahead. We cannot turn back.

T‘htlere are those who are asking the devotees
of civil rights, “When will you be satisfied?”
© €an never be satisfied as long as the Negr ;
fhe | "moof the unspeakable horrors of police
brut.ahty; We can never be satisfied as long @ a
g;)icxilliz’ d};;")f Wiltlh the fatigue of tfaw'el, Cj;f
the hotels o?: | ouEk afithe highval. |

: the cities; we cannot be satisfi®
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long as the Negro’s basic mobility is from a
- smaller ghetto to a larger one; we can never be
satisfied as long as our children are stripped of
selthood and robbed of their dignity by
ns stating For Whites Only; we cannot be
ied as long as the Negro in Mississippi
nnot vote and a Negro in New York believes
has nothing for which to vote. No! No, we
2 not satisfied, and we will not be satisfied
“justice rolls down like waters and
ateousness like a mighty stream.”
1 not unmindful that some of you have
here out of great trials and tribulations.
e of you have come fresh from narrow jail
s. Some of you have come from areas where
r quest for freedom left you battered by the
ms of persecution and staggered by the
Is of police brutality. You have been the
rans of creative suffering. Continue to
with the faith that unearned suffering is
mptive.® Go back to Mississippi. Go back
Go back to South Carolina. Go
gia. Go back to Louisiana. Go
s ettos of our Northern
b w this situation can

National Museum of American
History, Smithsonian Institution,
Washington, D.C.

and will be changed. Let us not wallow in the
valley of despair.

[ say to you today, my friends, even though
we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow,
[ still have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted
in the American dream. I have a dream that
one day this nation will rise up and live out the
true meaning of its creed, “We hold these
truths to be self-evident; that all men are
created equal.” I have a dream that one day on
the red hills of Georgia, sons of former slaves
and the sons of former slave owners will be
able to sit down together at the table of
brotherhood. I have a dream that one day even
the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering with
the heat of injustice, sweltering with the heat of
oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of
freedom and justice. I have a dream that my
four little children will one day live in a nation
where they will not be judged by the color of
their skin, but by the content of their character.

I have a dream today!

I have a dream that one day down in

8. is redemptive: is a way of earning freedom or salvation.

bility to move (as from one social class to another)



Alabama—with its vicious racists, with its
Governor having his lips dripping with the words
of interposition and nullification’®—one day right
there in Alabama, little black boys and black
girls will be able to join hands with little white
boys and white girls as sisters and brothers.

[ have a dream today!

I have a dream that one day every valley shall
be exalted, !0 and every hill and mountain shall
be made low. The rough places will be plain and
the crooked places will be made straight, “and
the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all
flesh shall see it together.”

This is our hope. This is the faith that I go
back to the South with. With this faith we will
be able to hew!! out of the mountain of despair
a stone of hope. With this faith we will be able
to transform the jangling discords of our nation
into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood. With
this faith we will be able to work together, to
pray together, to struggle together, to go to jail
together, to stand up for freedom together,
knowing that we will be free one day. And this
will be the day. This will be the day when all of
God’s children will be able to sing with new
meaning, “My country ’tis of thee, sweet land of
liberty, of thee I sing. Land where my fathers
died, land of the pilgrims’ pride, from every
mountainside, let freedom ring.” And if America
is to be a great nation, this must become true.

So let freedom ring from the prodigious!?

hinking Through the Literature

1. What words or phrases from King's speech stand out in your mind?
2. Do you think that King’s dream at the e
s 3 solution for the problems outlined at

Y - Explain why or why not.

N b nce and the
in his speech?

el S R

B.My do you think King quotes from the Declaration of
patriotic song “My Country ‘Tis of Thee”

re of sounds; conflict

hilltops of New Hampsh.ire; let freedom rip
from the mighty mountains of New York; |e;
freedom ring from the heig}.ltening Aileghemes of
Pennsylvania; let freedom ring from the
snowcapped Rockies of Coloradoj; let freedy,
ring from the curvaceous slo_pes of Californj, By
not only that. Let freedom ring from Stone
Mountain of Georgia; let freedom ring from
Lookout Mountain of Tennessee; let freedom Fing
from every hill and molehill of Mississippi.
“From every mountainside, let freedom ring >

And when this happens, and when we alloy
freedom to ring, when we let it ring from every
village and every hamlet, from every state and
every city, we will be able to speed up that day
when all of God’s children—black men and
white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and
Catholics—will be able to join hands and singin
the words of the old Negro spiritual, “Free at
last. Free at last. Thank God Almighty, we are
free at last.”

9. Governor . . . interposition (In’tar-pa-zish’an) and nullif-
cation: When ordered by the federal government to allov
the integration of the University of Alabama, Governot
George Wallace claimed that the principle of nullificano?
(a state’s alleged right to refuse to accept a federal law)
allowed him to resist the federal government’s
“interposition,” or interference in state affairs.

10. exalted: raised up.

11. hew: hack.
12. prodigious (pra-dij’as): magnificent.

nd of this speech offers a
the beginning of the speech?




BY NELSON MANDELA

our majesties, your royal exhilaration when the grass turns green and the
highnesses, distinguished guests, flowers bloom.

; comrades and friends: Today, all That spiritual and physical oneness we all

of us do, by our presence here, and by our share with this common homeland explains the
celebrations in other parts of our country and the  depth of the pain we all carried in our hearts as
world, confer glory and hope to newborn liberty.  we saw our country tear itself apart in terrible
Out of the experience of an extraordinary conflict, and as we saw it spurned, outlawed and
uman disaster! that lasted too long must be born isolated by the peoples of the world, precisely

1 society of which all humanity will be proud. because it has become the universal base of the

- Our daily deeds as ordinary South Africans pernicious ideology and practice of racism and
wst produce an actual South African reality racial oppression.

bt will remforec humanity’s belief in justice, We, the people of South Africa, feel fulfilled
rengther its confidence in the nobility of the that humanity has taken us back into its bosom,
Imar soul and sustain all our hopes for a that we, who were outlaws not so long ago, have

ious life for all. today been given the rare privilege to be host to
_ ﬂus — a&éﬁ bot h to ourselves and to the the nations of the world on our own soil.
G s so well represented We thank all our distinguished international

guests for having come to take possession with
the people of our country of what is, after all, a
common victory for justice, for peace, for human

dignity.

no hesitation in

1. an extraordinary human disaster: apartheid—the official

policy of racial segregation formerly practiced in South
Africa.

2. Pretoria: the capital of South Africa.
3. bushveld: a region of grassland in northern South Africa.






We trust that vou will C””Tillllc

tO stand |y
(% ‘ v
kle the n.'h.!“vng 798

< we taC | es of I‘nuifding peace,
prosperity nONSEXISM, nonracialism an(
democracy.

We deeply appreciate the role that the masses
of our people and their dt‘m()cmtic, rc!iginusu |
women, youth, business, traditional and nth:r
leaders have played to bring aboyt this
conclusion. Not least among them is my Second
Deputy President, the Honorable F v de Klerk.4

We would also like to pay tribute to oup
security forces, in all their ranks, for the
distinguished role they have playe
our first democratic elections and the transition to

- democracy, from bloodthirsty forces which still
- refuse to see the light.

The time for the healing of the wounds h
come.

The moment to bridge the chasms that divide

-~ us has come.

The time to build is upon us.

We have, at last, achieved our political
mancipation. We pledge ourselves to liberate all
our people from the continuing bondage of
poverty, deprivation,’ suffering, gender and other
discrimination,

- We succeeded to take our last steps to freedom
conditions of relative peace. We commit
~SCES to the construction of a complete, just
’““d lasting peace.

w‘ﬁ'hﬂe triumphed in the effort to implant

.

¢n the

din securing

as

L |
a

he breasts of the millions of our people.
into a covenant® that we shall build the
which all South Africans, both black
will be able to walk tall, without any
.'.'s--ﬁ»ssured of their inalienable
ity—a rainbow nation at

memto the renewal of

w? Government of
= of urgency,

m Klerk:

Categories of our
terms of imprisnnmcnt.
We dedicate this d

Cromes in thjs coun

deople w
People whe are currently serving
ay to all the herpes and
G L try and the rest of the world
bt .lf crificed in Many ways and surrendered

thl‘l IVes so that we coyld be free,

| heir dreams have become reality. Freedom is
their reward. |

We are both humbled and ¢

hc)‘nlor and privilege that you, the people of South
Africa, have bestowed on us, as the first Pre
of a united, democratic, nonracial
South Africa, to Je
valley of darkness.

We understand it still that there is no easy road
to treedom.

levated by the

sident
and nonsexist
ad our country out of the

We know it well that none of us acting alone
can achieve success.

We must therefore act together as a united
people, for national reconciliation, for nation
building, for the birth of a new world.

Let there be justice for all.

Let there be peace for all.

Let there be work, bread, water and salt for
all.

Let each know that for each the body, the
mind and the soul have been freed to fulfill
themselves.

Never, never and never again shall it be that
this beautiful land will again experience the
oppression of one by another and suffer the

indignity of being the skunk of the v.uorld.

The sun shall never set on so glorious a human

achievement! ‘
Let freedom reign. God bless Africa!

the president of South Africa ‘.vl':}r:1 pre-
e, : St
ded Mandela, holding office from 1989 to 1 e
¥ a lack of the necessities or

5. deprivation (dépro-va'shon):
comforts of life. Y

¢ agreement.
covenant (kitv'a-nant): solemn ag

N

. interim: temporary.
n, especially one granted by a government to

‘Sgitt??:iz a state of friendship or harmony




